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Position1

The student representation of FAU firmly rejects the introduction of any tuition fees, especially2

for students from countries outside the European Union—even in view of the current budget3

crisis. Financing public universities is a key responsibility of the Free State and must not4

be shifted onto students. Fees weaken open access to academic education, jeopardize FAU’s5

international attractiveness, and contradict the vigorous internationalisation strategy pursued6

for years. All students must be guaranteed a tuition-free and reliable study environment. This7

includes not only free access to courses but equally comprehensive and qualified counseling and8

support; sufficient budgetary resources and adequate staff must be provided on a permanent9

basis. Tuition fees are neither an appropriate source of funding for these tasks nor a legitimate10

means to regulate student numbers.11

Justification12

Firstly, it has been empirically documented that tuition fees create no sustainable financial13

added value. In several OECD countries, including the United Kingdom and Australia, the14

introduction of fees led governments to reduce their basic funding by almost the same amount,15

so universities saw no net gain. They merely became financially dependent on tuition fees. FAU16

would face a similar risk.17
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Second, fees exacerbate the socially selective access to higher education and undermine the18

University’s international profile. FAU actively recruits talented students worldwide; a subsequent19

financial barrier damages the credibility of this strategy and weakens the academic networks20

from which science, industry, and society in Bavaria benefit.21

Third, fees are not a legitimate means of regulating student numbers. Such a measure would22

merely punish those affected and would run counter to the declared goals of the Free State’s23

internationalisation policy.24

Fourth, the specific counselling, support, and administrative tasks arising from a heterogeneous25

student body require earmarked state funds and sufficient personnel resources. This responsibility26

lies with the Free State, not with the students. Tuition-free higher education therefore remains27

the socially, economically, and scientifically indispensable foundation for ensuring excellent28

teaching, successful research, and genuine equal opportunities at FAU in the long term.29
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